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confeſs, I think the Title more t 

than the Bill ———— And were Ito form 

its Title, oy og .cal'd it, &+» &&, 

10 prevent , frequemily Comminted, 

wy by and. their Credinars ;* 

for I think it is very apparent, that the T defire to 

Frauds of. Creditors and Commiſhoners, this 

ſet againſt thoſe of . the Bankrupt-Debtor, Words. 

are ſo Paraticl- to each other, and of fuch What 1 have ſaid of the Commiſſioners, 

equalliy ia their Degree, that I know not gently Nam'd to Statutes, I ſee not the 

which god moſt -in need of an AR of Reaſon to recantz no, not the leaft 

Parliament to ReRtifie ther, and "tis my Word ofit 3 and whereas a certain Citizen 

hopes in the pr ſens Bill, that it will be an has been plcar'd to Threaten me with dis 

eftetual Remedy for both. Cane upon that SabjeR z1 take the liberty to 
I cannot; however but a little Explain tell him, he talks more with bis Tongue, 

my-ſelf, in my going on upon this Subjelt, than he will attempt with Pn —* 

u 
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ſuch Impertinence deſerves no Notite, till 
he has put it in Pratice, which on the leaſt 
hint to the Author, he ſhall never want 
an Opportunity for. 

The Gric 1 ance arifing from the Scanda- 
lous Betaviour of the Commiſhou.-rs, is 
in part reaifh'd vy this Law ; which Zcaacts, 


That if any; Commiſſoner, ſhall Expend: 


any of the Debtors Money, in Eating or 
Drinking, he ſhai} for ever be diſabled trom 
being a Cc. mmithonec 3 Will any Man 
doubt, thac the Commiſhoners deſerv'd 
this Reftrairt from the Lords, and th:t 
Ru ning of Bankrupis, and ſp-nding the 
Eftat» in Excciles, was their PraQtice ? If 
they dog. chey fly in the Face, not of the 


Houſe of, Lo:ds unlybur of Truth Wſelf,). 


back'd with ſuch D=-monRrations as no 
Man can deny. 

But 1 wonld not be mif-underſtood here, 
I do not mean all the Commiltioners that 
fit on Statutes, 1 do not at all doubt, but 
there are Men concern'd in Commitſhons 
or Copimſiofiers,.- that are Mea; of He- 
nour and Mdnefly, Men of Juftice and 
Temper ; and ſuch I hope will not think 
themfelves conceru'd in this And this 
brings me to the Point, 

I exctaim'd eagerly againſt the Uncea- 
'onableneſs of that part of the .AQt, and 
wkich s the only part of it I objeR againſt, 
in which the Certificate for the Bank- 
rupt is left to the Mercy” of the Com- 
mithoners, to make or refuſe, wirbour 
ſnowing Cauſe Why they refuſe it, 
but 1 was never fo abſolucely againft that 
part, as to venture to loſe the Bill by it, 
and 1 make no Queſtion, -but Men wilblee, 
chat Equity will ,cerrainly relieve a. Baok- 
rypt, when he has fairly Surrender'd all his 
Eſtate, againſtRgfratory Byaft and Briv'd 
Commiſhoners, who havirg no Reaſegn to 
obje&t againſt him, - yet ſhould Arbirrari- 
ly !:faſe to give their Certificate. 

i Hall therefore ſay no more to ity” the 
Parliament ſcems to bave lzfrthem room 
to aft upon their Behaviour ; if they /will 
coavince the Houſes, that they require 10 
be more cite:Qually provided againit, and 
that they will take a'l poſhble Advenca- 
2cs, to R.:ncand Ditrels the D-dtor,mceec» 


ly for the ſake of being crue will 
but further Convince k- 1 Gt their 
being a Grievance in the Law, and ſcrve 
ro move the Houſes, to Erc@ Rftatcd 
Judges between Debtor and Creditor, and 
lo lay them whully aſide. 

- This open Place therefore in the AR, 
ſeems co be tefr, to give thoſe Geptle- 
r:cu amongft chemg"who are Woreftp and 
untainted with the Crimes of the com- 
mon <Croud of Commilhoners, room to 
4 Ring themſelves from a ſorc of M:n, 
that have rais'd a Scandal, and thrown 
Dirt upon the . very Employment it (elf 
And as 1 ſaid, I would attempt 
ſomething oy way ot Advice in this Paper, 
borh to Dcbcor and Crethar., Bankrupt 
and Commilioners, this is what I mean, 
and I hope thoſe Gentlemen will not 
take it lll, that I Preſume to Counſ 
them, who are ſo much above Advice, 

that they are able to give it to others, 
But co Commiſhgners and Credicors, 
who are concgrn'd in Commiilions agaiatt 
their Bankrupe, Nbrors 4 give me. leave 
to ſay ; Pray, Gentlemen, conſider the 
Nature of the Law againft Bankrupts ; it 
was a goud and wholiom Law, well de- 
figa'd, and made with abundant Regard, 
butch tv the Safety..of Debtor and Credi- 
tor, 20d Was a great deal of ent; 
"ris true, the Powers granted in it are Ex- 
orbitant, and almuſt too great to be ec. 
ttuſted x0 Creditors,. and for that Rea- 
ſon, Commilhoners . were Named, and the 
vaſt Powers cymmitted to them. | 
You that art Cummiſhoners, are the 
Truftecs, to whom «he Leg,flarive Power 
has committed this Truft, ard as the 
Principal - End ot your Commiſhon, -is to 
ſecure and preierve the Eftate:z you real- 
ly ſerve hoth Debtor and Cr-ditor, you 
are placd between both, that neither may 
he Opprels'd, and thac the-grear Extent 
of Power given by the Att, may not be 
made ule of by eager Creditors, to the ets 
tire Ruine of the Debtor ; 'ydv are- Chan- 
cellors in the Caſe, and the Equity of the 
Oppreſs'd Debtor , lies "in your Breafts 3 
and give me leave tv remind yuu,' that 
bad you Executed.this High Truſt; with 
that 
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that Juſtice, Tenderneſs, Cardor and Ho- 
nour, that.the Makers of this Law, expec- 
-d from you, and which the Nature of the 
thing requires, there had been no need 
vf this New-ARt, » hich only compells-yuu 
to do what you had Power, but not Cha- 
rity enongh to da'before. 

*|is plain, that in the Execution of 
this Law , you bud Power to mitigate 
the Extremitics of ics Lizeral Conttu- 
&tivn ; if not, there had been no need of 
your Commillhons ; the: Creditors were 
enough, and generally forward enough, to 
have put the Literal Sence of the AR 
in Ex-cution You vere therefure 
put in, 4s before, that theſe Exorbitaat 
Powers which -were for Sundry Reaſons, 
neceflary to be Granted, might on occa- 
fon, be reftrain'd by your Diſcretion, as 
Ciccumftances and occation requir'd ; this 
you have always Pr:Ais'd, and in ſeveral 
Caies reftrain'd the Qalimited Powers of 
that AQ ; ſuch as vunravelling the Ac- 
counts, and Dealings of the Bankrupt by 
vaſt Retroſpeas.;- by which, if extcaded to 
the length the Law allows, innumerable 
Families wonld he Ruin'd, and no Man 
could Buy or S-ll in Safety, fnce after 


any AR of a Bankrupt, commicted by a 


Man, tho' long time before he fail'd ; 
the Man:may be deem'd a. Bankeuprt from 
that time, and for all-be has Bought or 
Scld fince, the Credir-fide ſhall be brought 
to come in for the Dividend, and the 
Debtor -lide be recovered by Lay ——— 
If Commiſhoners 'did not reftrain this, 
whither might it not extend, and yet it 
was necelſary- to have this Power Gran- 
ted, tu Unravel Cheats, and the tangled 
Skeins of a Debrors Frauds, which this 
Law was made to detett, -- 

Here, Gentlemen , you are Lords, 
Chancellours, and, tho' ſometimes for- 
merly you may bave made uſe of this 
Power, yet of late you have thought fic 
to accept of fair Accyunts, and take the 
Railance to the uſe of the Bankrupt and 
his Eſtate. 

tn like Caſes, you have thought fit c 
alleviate the Cruelty of the Law to 
the Bankrupt, and Enccurage -him 


- 


to diſcorer * his EffeQs , Capiculating 
with him for bis Liberty, and fome- 
times have made Allowance' to theth of 
2+ 5. to 1o per Cem, for what they have 
Diſcover'd. | 
Realty, Genclemen, had your general 


Practice extended to ſo much Mercy, 


and' had you upon all occatiuns given 
Bankrupts ſuch Encouragement, there had 
not been theſe Ciamours againft- your 
Proceedings, - and this Law had perhaps 
never been ſucd tor. 

But 2s you were deſcended to a Cor- 
roption of Mannagement, Koaviſh and 
Dehgning Men got into Commilſens, and 
made a- Trade of the Statutes ; Intolle- 
rable Expences, Feaftings, and Excefſcs, 
were the Common Prattice in-theſe Ca- 
ſer, andall at the Charge of the Poor Deb- 
tor, whas- ever you ſpent, b: ow'd, and the 
dimigiſhing thac Efate, left him the dee- 
per itt the Miſery he was in; and thus 
you that were ErcRed to ſecure and ſave, 
aud apply his Eftat- for bis Creditors, 
have by perverting the end of the Law, 
and Betraying your. -Truft, Ruig'd tho 
People you ſhou'd have Sav'd. 


As on the one Hand, you have Ruin'd - 


many a Family, whoſe DeftruQion lics 
at your | Door, for which Heaven will 
reckoa wich you, and Men abhor you ; 
i let me tell you ; *tis you have made 
Knaviſh Baokrupts ;, 'tis owiog to your 
Misbebaviour, that Frauds are trequeatly 
Committed by Bankrupts ; nor caa [ have. 
the full room to Reproacha P brw, 
or any Manelſe with his Koavery,, when. 
they flop my Month, wich telling me, 
how the Barbarous - Treatment. of Cam 
miſhooers makes it ab{lutely necelſary to. 
a Man, to provide againit them before- 
hand, and at leaft, to put. themſc!ves in- 
to ſucha Potture, as to be able ro Bride 
the Creditors with their vwn Moncy, to 
be Civil ro them. 

Now, Geatl-emeo, your Crimes” hare 
brought the Natinas. Juftice wpya you 
and the fame Authority, firſt cruft 
you with this Power, finding that the INT 
uſe you made of ir, has thought fit to 
take jt Irvm you, or et leaſt ſary Linic 


its. 
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